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Speaker biographies
Major General Kristin Lund

Major General Kristin Lundworks now as of July 2025 as a Senior
Consultant/CEO at KL Management AS. From June 2024 to June 2025, she
worked at Marti Ahtisaari Peace Foundation (CMI). She has been a Practitioner
in Residence at PRIO since 2020-2021. She retired from active duty in December
2019 after 40 years of service.
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Between her last two missions, she worked as Senior Advisor at the Norwegian
Defence University College (NODEFIC) with ceasefire mediation course, UN
training and as a practitioner.

Kristin has two unique distinctions as being the first female Norwegian Army
Officer promoted to the rank of Major-General, and the first female Force
Commander in UN history. With respect to the latter, Kristin recently served
as Force Commander, United Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP). During her
service, Kristin has held several prominent positions, both nationally and
abroad, including as Chief of the Norwegian Home Guard. Her career has also
seen multiple deployments overseas with both NATO and the UN to conflict
zones.

In October 2017 Major General Lund took command of UNTSO (United Nations
Truce Supervision Organization) as Head of Mission/Chief of staff. First female
in UN history to hold as a Head of Mission as a military. Since 2015 she has been
an active member of Nordic Women Mediators Network.

H.E. Ambassador Jacques Pitteloud

Ambassador Pitteloud was born on November 12, 1962, in Zurich. Dr. Pitteloud
earned a Master's degree and a doctorate from the Faculty of Law at the
University of Zurich (Master's 1986, PhD 1987). After a posting in the Middle East,
he completed the International Training Course in Security Policy (ITC) at the
University of Geneva. He speaks fluent French, English, German, Swiss German,
Italian, and Spanish, and has a basic knowledge of several other languages.

Ambassador Pitteloud joined the Swiss Foreign Service in 1987 and initially
served as an advisor to the Foreign Minister. From 1988 to 1989, he was
Commercial Attaché at the Swiss Embassy in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. From 1990 to
1995, he worked in the Swiss Strategic Intelligence Service.

Subsequently, until 1999, he served as a personal advisor to two successive
Ministers of Defence. From 1999 to 2000, he headed a study group tasked with
the restructuring of the Swiss Armed Forces. Dr. Pitteloud then served as the first
Intelligence Coordinator of the Swiss government from 2000 to 2005, before
being appointed Director for Arms Control, Disarmament, Security Policy, and
Intelligence at the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs in Bern.

From 2010 to 2015, Jacques Pitteloud was the Swiss Ambassador to Kenya,
Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Somalia, and the Seychelles. Following this, in
September 2015, he assumed the position of Director of the Department of
Foreign Affairs (FDFA). On September 16, 2019, Jacques Pitteloud was officially
accredited as Ambassador of Switzerland to the United States of America. In
September and November 2024, respectively, he was accredited as Head of
Mission of Switzerland to NATO and as Ambassador of Switzerland to the
Kingdom of Belgium.
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Dr. Karin von Hippel (Moderator)

Dr Karin von Hippel manages a diverse portfolio that includes organisations
focusing on defence, security, geopolitics, open-source intelligence, and
advanced technology. She also serves as a Trustee for several charities,
including the National Archives Trust. She is a Trustee of the European
Leadership Network and a Distinguished Fellow at the Royal United Services
Institute (RUSI).

From 2015-2024, she was Director-General of RUSI, the London-based defence
and security think tank. Prior to that, she served for nearly six years in the US
Department of State as a Senior Adviser in the Bureau of Counterterrorism, as a
Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization
Operations, and finally, as Chief of Staff to the Special Presidential Envoy for the
Global Coalition to Counter-ISIL.

She also co-directed the Post-Conflict Reconstruction Project at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies in Washington, DC and was a senior research
fellow at the Centre for Defence Studies, King’s College London. She has worked
for the United Nations and the European Union in Somalia and Kosovo, and has
direct experience in over two dozen conflict zones.

Dr von Hippel has numerous publications to her name, including Democracy by
Force: US Military Intervention in the Post-Cold War World (2000), which was
short-listed for the RUSI Westminster Medal in Military History. She holds a PhD
from the London School of Economics, an MSt from Oxford University, and a BA
from Yale University.



