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Outline

• Latin America Integration: where are we headed ?

• EU-LAC relations: is Europe loosing ground i n LAC ?

• Business Perceptions: the starting point of a new agenda ?

• The Global Crisis: a wi ndow of opportunity ?

• Conclusions
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Regional Integration in Latin America:

Where are we headed ?



4

Global Regionali sm
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The future of RTAs Liberalization in L AC
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Increasing importance of private sector logic
over state-led integration…

Dynamic transformation dri vers



National & Regional Production Netw orks
Contract Manufacturers in the Electronics Sector (firms sample)

Source: Sturgeon (2005)

1990s
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2000s

National & Regional Production Netw orks
Contract Manufacturers in the Electronics Sector (firms sample)

Source: Sturgeon (2005)
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Increasing importance of private sector logic
over state-led integration…
Increasing importance of external forces on
external integration strategies…

Dynamic transformation dri vers
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China, India, L AC
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Increasing importance of private sector logic
over state-led integration…
Increasing importance of external forces on 
external integration strategies…

Increasing importance of non-trade issues…

Dynamic transformation dri vers
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Beyond Market Access: Public/Private Standards

Source: Henson, Spencer J. 2008. The Role of Public and Private Standards in Regulating International Food Markets. 
Journal of International Agricultural Trade and Developmen, 4(1):63-81
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Increasing importance of private sector logic
over state-led integration…
Increasing importance of external forces on 
external integration strategies…

Increasing importance of non-trade issues…

Increasing importance of regional and 
social disparities…

Dynamic transformation dri vers



20

Unbalanced territorial de velopment

Porcentaje acumulado de la contribución al
aumento de las exportaciones nacionales
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Source: Integration and Trade Sector, IDB


